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І. АУДІЮВАННЯ

Text

The Verger
(After Somerset Maugham)
Albert Edward Foreman had been a servant before he was appointed verger, but only in very good houses. Starting as a pageboy in the house of a rich merchant, he had risen by degrees to the position of butler till the vacancy occurred at the church. He was tall and thin. He had tact and self-assurance.

Now he stood in the hall where he had been invited by the new vicar, a red-faced energetic man of about forty years old.

The vicar began energetically.

“Foreman, we’ve got something unpleasant to say to you. You’ve been here many years and you’ve fulfilled your duties quite satisfactory. But I found out to my surprise that you could neither read nor write. Well, Foreman, I’ve discussed the matter with these gentlemen and they agree with me that the situation is impossible. At a church like St. Peter’s we cannot have a verger who can neither read nor write”.

“But couldn’t you learn, Foreman?, asked one of the churchwardens. 
“No, sir, I’m afraid I couldn’t, I don’t want to learn now”.

“In that case, Foreman, I’m afraid you must go”.

“Yes, sir, I understand”.

Later he put on his coat and walked out of the church. He went across the square, but deep in his sad thoughts he did not walk along the street that led him home, where a nice strong cup of tea awaited him; he turned into the wrong street. He walked slowly. His heart was heavy. He didn’t know what to do with himself. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on without doing something, and life cost more every year. Albert Edward was a non-smoker and a total abstainer, but when he tired he enjoyed a cigarette.
He thought that a cigarette would comfort him now and since he did not carry them he looked for a shop where he could buy a packet of cigarettes.

He did not at once see one and walked on a little.

It was a long street, with all sorts of shops in it, but there was not a single one where you could buy cigarettes.
9 КЛАС 

ПЕРЕВІРКА АУДІЮВАННЯ

Listen to the story and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 
1. Albert Edward Foreman had been a sailor before he was appointed verger.

2. Foreman had risen by degrees to the position of butler. 
3. He stood in the church where he had been invited by the Bishop.
4. The vicar was a pale-faced man.
5. He was about fifty-five.
6. Vicar discussed the matter with the gentlemen and they agreed that the situation was impossible. 
7. Later on Foreman put on his jacket and went out of the church. 
8. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on. 
9. Albert Edward was a non-smoker, but when he tired he enjoyed a cigarette.
10. It was a long street with all sorts of cafes and restaurants.
Statements 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, or C).
11. Albert Edward started his career as a 

a) butler

b) page boy 
c) verger 
12. The vicar began energetically

a) Foreman, we’ve got something unpleasant to say to you. 
b) We’ve got very useful information.

c) We’ve got a present for you.
13. To his great surprise the vicar found out that Foreman
a) could read and translate

b) write books

c) could neither read nor write 
14. Foreman’s answer was

a) Yes, sir, I understand

b) No, sir, I am afraid I couldn’t. I don’t want to learn now. 
c) With pleasure, sir.
15. He went across the square and 

a) walked along the street that led him home

b) he turned into the wrong street 
c) he went to the cinema
16. He didn’t know

a) what to do with himself 
b) where to go 

c) what was his next job
17. He thought that a cigarette would comfort him and

a) bought a packet of cigarettes

b) found it in his pocket

c) looked for a shop where he could buy a packet of cigarettes 
9 КЛАС 

ІІ. ГОВОРІННЯ

1. What extreme sport would you like to try?
Describe the sport, including the equipment required, uniform and rules.

Why it is considered an extreme sport?

What potential dangers exist when participating in extreme sports?
2. Describe your perfect day, including location and weather.

What activities would you do? With whom would you spend it?
How would this day be different than every other day?

Do you think it’s possible to have a perfect day? Explain.
3. Holidays are a time to spend with friends and family.

What is your favourite holiday?

How do your family and friends celebrate this holiday with you?

Do you have any special traditions you share with your family?
4. Television can have both a positive and negative influence in someone’s life.

In which ways has television impacted your life?

Do you think there should be a limit to how much television a person can watch?

Do you think television has had a negative influence in your community? Explain.
5. Describe your hero or heroine.

How has his or her life impacted yours?

How do you model their behaviors? Explain.
6. Our parents greatly influence our personalities.
Which personality traits do you share with your mother and father?

What makes you different from them?

Who has had more of an impact on you, your mother or father? Explain.
7. School teachers impact our future in many ways.

Which teacher has been most influential to you?

What makes an influential teacher?

Explain why teaching is a valued profession.
8. Many people fantasize about the perfect vacation.

Describe where you would go and who you would take with you.
How long would your perfect vacation last?

Name five things that could ruin your perfect vacation. Explain.
9. People enjoy decorating their room in a way that reflects their personality.

Describe your favourite room.

How does this room reflect your personality?

If you had the money to decorate your room as you wish, what would you change?
10. Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform.

What colours and styles would you choose?

Why do you think your design should be chosen?

What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
11. Do you think there are holidays in English-speaking countries worth adopting in Ukraine?
12. You share a room with a foreign student. Tell him about your family traditions.
13. How satisfied are you with your life? Can you tell us about your life ups and downs?
14. How often do you watch TV? What kind of programs is useful for young people and what are bad? Why?
15. Describe your favourite meal. Say what you have as a starter, for your main course and for dessert. Say what ingredients are in the main course. Say why this is your favourite meal.
9 КЛАС
ІІІ. ПИСЬМО

1. A Greek proverb says that “nothing is permanent except change”.
How do you interpret this proverb? Do you agree with this proverb or not?

Give some examples in life that support your opinion.

2. How should people live with nature: adapt to it or change it?
